THOMPSON 


June 1956 saw the beginning of the plan for Thompson and the new 
International Nickel Plant just outside the town. The challenge 
was to open a plant so far north and to make it and the city as 
self—stpporting as possible: 


The first problem was to transport the materials and supplies necessary 
fq begin the Tailway construction. “Rather than wait for a spur Wine, 
it was decided to transport the materials by tractor train from the 
railhead at Thicket Portage. Tractor ‘trains ran 24 /hours’a day, seven 
days a week covering the 70 mile round trip in 14 hours. Because 

they travelled over frozen lakes and muskeg they had to complete the 
movement of goods before the spring break-up. By early April 1957, 

a total of 30,000 tons of equipment and supplies had been delivered 
without loss or damage. 


A 30 mile railway spur line from Sipiwesk on the CNR Hudson Bay Line 
to Thompson was completed on October 21st, 1957. The last spike, of 
pure nickel, was driven by the Premier of Manitoba. Thompson was 
now connected with a nation-wide railway system so that personnel 
and supplies could move in and out of the area as required. 


While the plant was being built, temporary housing and food facilities 
had to be set up. Two miles from the plant site, the town of Thompson 
was coming into being. Before the first house was built in 1958, 

the town was carefully planned by the Metropolitan Planning Commission 
of Winnipeg, at the request of Inco. A zoning code was developed in 
order to ensure the maintainance of the town as originally planned. 
Business districts were carefully separated from the residential areas, 
but left conveniently situated for shopping. 


Today, with 2,688 dwellings in Thompson, crowding is a major problem. 
An average of seven people are crammed in each family unit with an 
even higher crowding ratio in single family dwellings. While winters 
are no more severe in Thompson than in Edmonton or Ottawa, daylight 
hours are substantially fewer. The family therefore tends to spend 
more time together indoors. Buildings were designed on the premise 
that smaller homes were less expensive to heat. 


Few Thompson houses are equipped with garages. While this is a common 
building practise in southern communities, they do not have to contend 
with over-night temperatures of -60 F. 


Buying homes in Thompson is not easy. With a flat pay of $6,250 and 

an overtime pay of about $8,000 most of the nickel miners do not qualify 
for NHA home mortgages. Tight money has dried up private sources, 

so the miner is in a difficult position if he wants to buy a home. 

While Thompson mines are estimated to have a potential for the next 
hundred years, miners hesitate to take out mortgages with long term 
payments involved. 


Inco has tried as much as possible to keep Thompson from becoming a 
company town. It is generous with such projects as building schools, 
but is careful to turn them over to other authorities as soon as 
possible. 
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While the plant and town of Thompson were being built, a huge power 
plant was being constructed - the Kelsey Power plant at Grand Rapids 
on the Nelson River. Only one of a series of projected power plants, 


the Kelsey plant is designed to serve the expanding industrial needs 
of northern Manitoba. 


Thompson is located in the Local Government District of Mystery Lake, 
so the civic affairs are the responsibility of the resident adminis- 
trator. He is appointed by the provincial government and is respon- 
sible for all the official functions involved in running a city gov- 
ernment and school district. Because Inco provided all the necessary 
utilities and facilities, Thompson is in the unique position of 
starting its municipal life debt free. The town is therefore free 

of debenture debt and the local homeowners enjoy relatively low tax 
assessments. 


A feeling of isolation is hard to avoid even though most Thompson 
residents deny any feeling of this sort. The man who talks about 
isolation as a "figment of the imagination" talks about the rail- 
way and highway as being links to the "outside". Single men tend 
to move out more often than other men and childless couples soon 
begin a family. Many of Inco's activities are aimed at making the 
wife content, for her husband's contentment with his job is often 
dependent on her happiness. ) 


The distance problem is lessened by the effective telephone service 
with fully automatic exchange and microwave long distance system. 


The problems in Thompson are unique because they are centred around 

a town with only one major industry, the nickel mine. However, there 
are other problems in Thompson that are typical of the way of life in 
the Mid-Canada area. 
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THOMPSON, MANITOBA - Statistical Outline 


LOCATION ; 


POPULATION: 


CLIMATE: 


MEDIA: 


ACCESS: 


MEDICAL: 


EDUCATIONAL 


FACILITIES: 


WATER: 


O 


cr 


55 5! 97 52 

on the banks of the Burntwood River 

two miles from the Inco complex 

within the southern area of discontinuous permafrost 


W555) (1961 - DBS) 
7,000 (1963) 
20000 (1969 estimate) 


ate July Yearly 
mean temperature — Lone DoF 
highest temperature 97°F 
lowest temperature -58°F 
mean rainfall 12 ane 
mean snowfall 4.8. an. 


virtually no wind, therefore no wind chill factor 
to consider 


Newspaper - Thompson Citizen, 5 days/week 
Radio —+ CHEM, CBC affiliate 
Television- cable through CESM 


Road, - 2/ miles of paved roads in Thompson 
- other roads under construction 
Rail - highway #391 connects. to #10 to outside 
Rail - CNR, Hudson Bay Line 
Air - TransAir several times daily 


- operated by local government district 
installing Instrument Landing System 
to allow aircraft to land in adverse 
conditions 


hospital - 75 beds (formerly owned by Inco, made 
publac in .1966) 
medical clinic 


4 elementary schools 
Pie sschood 
"Open classroom teaching technique" 


source - Burntwood River 
effluent treatment - modern sewage treatment plant 
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Figure 7.—The townsite and plant. 
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